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his two-volume reference work, despite its high price tag, 
is a welcome addition to the rapidly growing literature in T English on Confucianism. The editor was educated in 

China, has lived in the United Kingdom since 1990, and is now 
Professor of Religion and Ethics at the University of Wales, 
Lampeter. He has previously written an excellent survey of the 
Confucian tradition in China (An Introduction to Confucianism 
[published by Cambridge University Press, 20001. For the 
Encyclopedia of Confucianism he has enlisted the services of 
fifty-eight other contributors from the United States, Canada, 
England, Australia, France, The Netherlands, Germany, China, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, and Korea (none from Japan, 
although there are a number of Japan specialists). With "over 
950 entries, ranging in length from 200 to 5000 words," the 
encyclopedia covers a quite respectable range of topics, from 
the obviously general ones to the surprisingly particular (e.g., 
on specific phrases in Confucian texts). Cross-references are 
indicated by bold facing in the text, and Chinese characters are 
liberally provided within the entries, which are arranged alpha- 
betically. Each article is followed by the full name of its author 
and a list of references. The references are keyed to a forty-five 
page bibliography, which includes mostly English and Chinese 
sources but also a few Japanese, Korean, German, and French. 
There is a name index, a subject index, a text index, and a time- 
line of Chinese, Korean, and Japanese history. The list of con- 
tributors includes each scholar's academic affdiation(s) and 
selected publications. Thus, in terms of its scope, depth, index- 
ing, and detail, the Encyclopedia of Confucianism rates very 
high marks. 

The editor acknowledges in his preface that considerations of 
space and difficulties in enlisting contributors forced him to 
omit almost 300 entries from his preliminary list of topics. 
Among the more glaring omissions are survey articles on 
Confucianism in periods after the Han and Wei-Jin. Yet some 
gaps are to be expected in a project of this sort, and one hopes 
that a second edition will fill them. 

The quality of the contributions is uniformly high, which is 
not surprising, as the contributors include many of the leading 
scholars in the field today and represent a broad cross-section of 
contemporary scholarship on Confucianism in a variety of dis- 
ciplines. Preceding the alphabetical entries, a twelve-page intro- 
ductory essay on Confucianism, written by the editor, covers 
the ru (scholar, classicist, Confucian) tradition, Confucian ideas 
and ideals, and Confucianism in history. The section on the ru 
tradition is especially useful, as it summarizes the controversies 

concerning the original meanings of the term and covers in 
some detail its various usages: Rujiu (Confucian school), rujiuo 
(Confucian teaching), ruxue (Confucian learning), and rushu 
(Confucian arts, a subset of duoshu, the arts of the Way). The 
section on Confucian thought covers natural philosophy, ethics, 
political philosophy, religious beliefs, and educational princi- 
ples. Yao rightly places "the interactive relationship between 
Ean (Heaven) . . . and ren [humans]" at the center of Confucian 
philosophy and identifies !'the cultivation of humane persons as 
the foundation of all theories and practices" (5). This connec- 
tion between transcendence and moral cultivation suggests the 
uniquely Confucian form of religiosity that is inherent in the 
tradition, which Yao characterizes as a "religious humanism" 
(7). The last part of this introductory article, summarizing the 
historical development of the tradition, is rather brief (three 
pages), especially considering the aforementioned absence of 
historical overview entries covering the periods after the Wei- 
Jin. It, along with the preface, could have benefited from the 
eye of a native English-speaking copy editor: there are a num- 
ber of minor errors in usage, especially misplaced articles. 

To convey a sense of the scope of this encyclopedia I will list 
all the entries beginning with the letters A (one of the shortest 
sections, seven pages) and G (one of middle length, eighteen 
pages). Note that the Chinese characters are given in the text for 
all of these entries, and the names also include the style, hon- 
orific, and posthumous names when known: 

Ai (To cherish),Altar of Earth (Di tun),Altar of Heaven (Eun 
tun), Altar to the Moon (Yue tun),Altar of Soil and Grain (Sheji 
run), Altar to the Sun (Ri tun), Arai Hakuseki (1675-1725), 

Ganquan xuepai (The School of Zhan Roushui), Gao Panlong 
(1562-1626), Ge Hong (283-343), Gewu zhizhi (Putting all 
things into the correct conceptual grid, extending to the utmost 
onek range of comprehension), GomS jigi (Philosophical 
Lexicogruphy of the Analects and the Mencius), Gong (Acting 
for public interests), Gong (Respect), Gong Zizhen (1792- 
1841), Gongsun Hong (c. 200-121 BCE), Gu Xiancheng (1550- 
1612), Gu Yanwu (1613-1682), Guan li (Rites of adulthood), 
Guan wu (Observation of things), Guangping xuepai (The 
Guangping School), Gui shen (Ghosts and spirits), Guo cui 
(Essence of the nation), Guo jiao (The State Religion), Guo 
Xiang (c. 252-312), Guo xue (National Learning), Guo Yong 
(1091-1187), Guo yu (The Discourses of the States), Guo 
Zhongxiao (?-1127), Guozi jian (Directorate of Education; 
Directorate of National Youth), Guwen jingxue (Archaic Script 
Classics, Old Text School), Guwen Shung shu (Old Text of the 
Book of Documents). 

I would be hard pressed to add anything to this list: perhaps 
gun-ying (stimulus-response), although there is an entry for 
tiunren gunying (Resonance between Heaven and human 
beings). And the entry for gong (public) makes no mention of 
the Neo-Confucian antinomy of gonglsi (public/private), 
although the entry for si (written by another contributor) does 
so. Occasionally one finds terms or phrases whose presence, 
while appreciated, is surprising, e.g., tiunjue renjue (the digni- 
ties of Heaven and the dignities of man), which is a phrase used 
by Mencius (6A: 16) to express the relationship between social 
rank and moral nobility and to suggest that the former derives 
from the latter. As this is a rather obvious implication of basic 
Confucian principles, one wonders why this phrase merits space 

AS& Tanpaku (1656-1737). 
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in the book when others had to be omitted. Another is yirui, 
which is Tan Sitong's transliteration of the nineteenth-century 
physical concept of "ether." Such, I suppose, are the vicissitudes 
of a project encompassing such a large number of contributors. 

In terms of the organization of entries and ease of use, in gen- 
eral it is user-friendly. But a large number of terms are some- 
what concealed under entries like "Confucian.. ." and 
"Confucianism and.. ..I' These include Confucian education, 
Confucian iconography, Confucian politics; Confucianism and 
the arts, and Buddhism, and capitalism, and Christianity, and 
Daoism, and government, in the Han dynasty, and Islam, in 
Japan, in Korea, and Legalism, and literature (and in Japan and 
Korea), in Vietnam, and Marxism, and Moism, and music, and 
religion, and religious cults of state in Han times, in the Ryukyu 
kingdom, and Shinto, in Southeast Asia, in Vietnam, and virtue 
ethics, in the Wei-Jin period, in the West, and women. I present 
this list not only to suggest that they might better have been list- 
ed by their key terms, but also to illustrate the breadth of this 
encyclopedia. The entries named here cover seventy-three 
pages. 

A fairly close reading reveals the following errors and omis- 
sions. The preface mistakenly refers to the East-West Center at 
the University of Hawaii as the Center of Philosophy East and 
West (viii), and it locates Wm. Theodore de Bary at Princeton 

University instead of Columbia (xi). The alphabetical list of 
contributors places Nguyen Th& Anh under the letter A. In the 
bibliography: Tian Hao is not identified as Hoyt C. Tillman; 
while the titles of almost all Chinese texts are translated into 
English, the Korean texts are not, and only a few Japanese, 
German, and French titles are translated; Charles Hucker's and 
Chris Jochim's last names are misspelled; and a T'oung Pao 
article by A.F.P. HulsewC that is mentioned in the entries on Jing 
Fang (the Elder and the Younger) is missing. Throughout the 
text the circumflex is used instead of the macron for Japanese 
words, even though the latest word-processing programs can 
handle macrons. 

The Encyclopedia of Confucianism represents some of the 
latest and best research on this often-misunderstood tradition. 
The contributors and the editor have made an outstanding con- 
tribution to the study of East Asian religion, philosophy, and 
intellectual history. This book will serve as a standard reference 
work on Confucianism for many years to come. 
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how theology has been influenced by the language and vocabulary 
of philosophy. 

Westminster John Knox Press 
Call: 1-800-227-2872 
Fax: 1-800-541 -51 13 
www.wjkbooks.com 

Promo Code: AD2004 prodo~a also ovai/ab/e at cokesbuy p n c e ~  moy wry 



Volume 30 Number 4 / October 2004 Religious Studies Review / 269 

General Interest: 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Military Chaplainsfrom the First to the b t y -  
First Century 
Edited by Doris L. Bergen 
0-26802176-7 $18.00 paper 

CITY, TEMPLE, STAGE 
Eschatological Architecture and Liturgical 
Theahics in New Spain 
Jaime Lara 
0-268-03364-1 $65.00 cloth 239 color images 

THE TRIUMPH OF WOUNDED SOULS 
Seven Holocaust Survim' Liws 
Bernice Lemer 
0-26803365-X $28.00 paper 

THE SONG SPARROW AND THE CHILD 
Claims of Science and Humanity 
Joseph V i g  
0-268-043624 $25.00 cloth 

STEM CELL RESEARCH 
New Frontiers in Science and Ethics 
Edited by Nancy E. Snow 
0-268-01778-6 $25.00 paper 

Erasmus Institute Book 
MODEST CLAIMS 
Dialogues and Essays on Toleranw and Tradition 
Adam 8. Seligman 
0-268-04107-5 $19.00 paper 

TWE STRANGER'S RELIGION 
Fascination and Fear 
Edited by Anna Lhwt rom 
0-26803367-6 $25.00 paper 

Theology: 
THE THEOLOGY OF THOMAS AQUINAS 
Edited by Rik Van Nieuwenhove and 
Joseph Wawrykow 
0-26804363-9 $37.50cloth 

WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM? 
Confessing the Mystery ofChrist 
Edited by John C. Cavadini and Laura Holt 
0-268-04402-3 $30.00 paper 

Relipow History: 
THINKING OF THE LAITY IN LATE 
TUDOR ENGLAND 
Peter Iver Kauhan 
0-26803305-6 $20.00 paper 

CONCILIATION AND CONFESSION 
The Strugglefir Unity in the Age of Refinn, 
1415-1 648 
Edited by Howard I? Louthan and 
Randall C. Zadunan 
0-2-3 $28.00 paper 

WORSHIP IN MEDIEVAL AND EARLY 
MODERN EUROPE 
Change and Continuity in Religious Practice 
Edited by Karin Maag and John D. Witvliet 
0-263-03475-3 $30.00 paper 

Religion and Politics: 
PEACE TALKS-WHO WILL LISTEN? 
Fred Dallmayr 
0-26802569-X $20.00 paper 

RELIGION IN THE LIBERAL POLITY 
Edited by Terence Cuneo 
0-268-02289-5 $22.00 paper 

PROTESTANTISM AND THE 
AMERICAN FOUNDING 
Edited by Thomas S. Engeman and 
Michael P. Zuckert 
0-268-02768-4 $25.00 paper 

Science and Religion: 
CATHOLIC PHYSICS 
Jesuit Natural Philosophy in Early 
Modem Germany 
Marcus Hellyer 
0-268-03071-5 $%.IN cloth 

From the Vatican Observatory Foundation 
SCIENCE AND THEOLOGY 
Ruminations on the Cosmos 
Edited by Chris Impey and 
Catherine Petry 
88-209-6888-6 $10.00 paper 

From the Vatican Observatory Foundatwn 
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON 
ASTROPHYSICS RESEARCH AND ON 
THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN SCIENCE 
AND RELIGION 
Edited by Chris Impey and 
Catherine Petry 
88-209-6890-8 $20.00 paper 

Philosophy and Religion: 
THE CHRISTIAN PLATONISM OF 
SIMONE WEIL 
Edited by E. Jane Doering and 
Eric 0. Springsted 
0-268-02565-7 $27.50 paper 

New in Paper: 
LIVING ICONS 
Persons of Faith in the Eastern Church 
Michael Plekon 
0-26803351-X $18.00 paper 

ACTION (1893) 
Essay on a Critique of Life and a Science of 
Practice 
Maurice Blonde1 
Translated by Oliva Blanchette 
0-268-02177-5 $40.00 paper 



270 / Religious Studies Review Volume 30 Number 4 / October 2004 

USELESS Beauty 
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0801027853 208 pp. $17.99~ 

“In Useless Beauty, Johnston takes up the interface of faith and 
culture with specificity and immediacy. His discussion permits 
an instructive dialogue, whereby we read Ecclesiastes differently, 
and we read Contemporary film with fresh eyes of faith. 
Neither the text nor the films can be easily dismissed as 
‘absurd.’ Both are thickened, and we are driven deeper in our 
self-discernment by the process. Johnston’s alertness and 
urbaneness constitute a model for faith that is not simplistic 
and a model for culture that is not thin or transparent.” 

-Walter Brueggemann, Columbia Theological Seminary 

“Some of the most helpful contemporary interpretation of 
Scripture comes from those who look at the text with eyes 
other than those of the biblical scholar. Johnston’s interpreta- 
tion of Ecclesiastes through the lens of film is an excellent 
example. The text comes to life in the interaction he creates 
with the narratives of major contemporary movies. They in 
turn are better understood by the careful theological interpreta- 
tion Johnston gives them through the lens of Ecclesiastes.” 

-Patrick D. Miller, Princeton Theological Seminary 

“In Useless Beauty, Johnston weaves the wisdom of Ecclesiastes 
into contemporary narrative films and vice versa, merging the- 
ology and film into a smart and insightful dialogue to enhance 
understanding of both.” 

-William D. Romanowski, professor of communication arts 
and sciences, Calvin College; author of Eyes Wide Open 


